
HIGH BARNET GOOD NEIGHBOURS – CHRISTMAS 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 

Hello and welcome to our Christmas Newsletter.  

When we sent out our Summer Newsletter we were 

optimistic that progress with regard to the 

Coronavirus was being made and that at some stage 

in the near future we might be able to return to 

something approaching “normal”.  At the time of 

writing we have just entered another “lockdown” 

which means that a lot of the freedoms we enjoyed 

during the summer months have been lost again and 

so we are still not able to offer our full range of 

services to Neighbours.  Unfortunately this means we 

still can’t offer our normal driving services and even 

when we are able to resume it may only be on a 

limited basis as, understandably, one or two of our 

Drivers are being very cautious about what activities 

they undertake. Rest assured as and when we are able 

to resume driving duties we will advise you. 

For the moment we are still able to offer a Shopping 

Service for essential items and we are also able to  

collect Prescriptions for you, but would ask that you 

please give us 48 hours notice for this where possible. 

We will always do our best to help out if we can with 

an emergency prescription and so if you need either 

Shopping or Prescriptions please give Diane a call in 

the office (0208 441 5678).    May we remind you that 

both these services are run because of volunteers for 

our Charity and so we would be grateful for a small 

donation if you use either service please.  

We are also able to continue with our Telephone 

Befriending and are especially grateful to our 

volunteers (old and new) who are undertaking this 

service which so many of you have advised is helping 

you.  At the moment we have 36 volunteers making 

calls to almost 60 of our neighbours.  Assuming most 

of those calls are on a weekly basis (and some are 

more often) that means we have, at a conservative 

estimate, made almost 2000 calls over the past few 

months which is a phenomenal number and many 

thanks to all those volunteers who are making such a 

difference during this difficult period.  If you are one 

of our “Neighbours” and are not receiving a call but 

would like to … please phone Diane to request one.  

Previously we advised that this year’s Annual General 

Meeting had been postponed and there seems little 

prospect of that being held in the near future. Our 

Trustees continue to meet and we can advise that the 

charity remains in good order, due in part to some 

generous donations which have been made this year. 

Inevitably we have not been able to hold any fund 

raising events this year so our finances have taken a 

bit of a hit but thanks to careful planning we have no 

real immediate problems - though it is perhaps worth 

remembering that we are a charity and do rely heavily 

on donations and grants to enable us to continue to 

function. 

This year we are holding a Christmas Raffle to try and 

cover some of our shortfall and enclosed with this 

newsletter are two (FREE) raffle tickets as a small 

present for you at Christmas.  Prizes will include 

Christmas hampers full of goodies and other 

Christmas related items and if you and/or your friends 

and families would like further chances of winning 

please give Diane or Jon (07948 718178) a call and we 

can arrange for more tickets to be delivered to you 

and money collected.  Tickets are £1 each and all the 

proceeds will go straight into the running of the 

charity.  The Raffle will be drawn on 17th December 

and all prizes will be distributed in time for 

Christmas.  We would be delighted if you could 

wholeheartedly support us please by purchasing extra 

tickets and asking your friends and family if they can 

support us too.   

During the summer we were contacted by another 

local charity (Wild about Woods) who had received 

some funding with which they purchased a wide 

selection of 200 plants which they donated to us and 

we were very happy to accept and deliver to some of 

our neighbours.  Hopefully the recent downpours 

have not hindered their development and they are 

thriving in the gardens we were able to deliver them 

to.   

During lockdown, and subsequently, many people 

have passed the time by reading and/or doing jigsaw 

puzzles and if this applies to you, then you might be 

interested in a Swap System we are thinking of 

running. If you have books, Audio books or puzzles 

which you would like to either donate or swap we will 

act as a collection/distribution point for you.  

Alternatively, if you have nothing to swap but would 

like to receive a book or puzzle,  Please give Diane a 

call. 

If anyone is needing advice on Benefits that they may 

be entitled to please call Barnet Benefits Advice Line 

on 0203 475 1305 or they can be contacted via email 

at benefits@inclusionbarnet.org.uk.   AGE UK also 

mailto:benefits@inclusionbarnet.org.uk


offer a similar helpline service and Diane will be 

pleased to put you in touch with them if you call her.  

In the Good Neighbours Office we have two fold up 

wheelchairs which can be loaned out as necessary. If 

you need a wheelchair for a medical visit or a short 

term use please call Diane and we will be happy to 

arrange to drop it off to you. 

We await details of possible Christmas lunches from 

other local charities, which if they happen are likely to 

be delivered this year.  If you would be interested in 

this please phone Diane 

 

Opening hours – The Office is open Monday to Friday 

from 10.00 until 1.00pm.  After that time a message 

can be left on the answer phone and will be dealt with 

as soon as possible. The office will be closed from 

Wednesday 23 December until Monday 4 January 

2021.  During this period the phone will be checked 

occasionally so messages can be left but will NOT be 

responded to immediately. 

Finally, the Trustees would like to wish all of our 

Neighbours and all of our Volunteers past and present 

a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.  A 

special thank you to all our new volunteers who came 

on board during lockdown and have decided to stay 

with us … we are very grateful to all the chatters, 

runners, shoppers and our volunteer IT expert 

(George de Naeyer) for all that you do to make our 

little charity work!   It has been a difficult year for us 

all and hopefully next year will see an enormous 

improvement for each and every one of us! 

For your info … who we are 

TRUSTEES – Richard Peart (Chairman), Elaine 

Nicholson (Treasurer), Margaret Gibson (Secretary), 

Jackie Williams, Barry Henderson, Jon Holland. 

Co-ordinator: Diane de Naeyer 0208 441 5678 

Until we meet again … Stay Safe. 
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We are here to help you 
 

Christmas Quiz 

It wouldn’t be Christmas without one of Jon’s 

Quizzes! 

1. According to the Christmas song, 

what type of nuts are roasted on an open fire? 

2. In the carol Good King Wenceslas on 

what feast day did he look out? 

3. “With every Christmas card I write” is 

a line from which famous Christmas song? 

4. Which angel informed Mary that she 

was pregnant with Jesus? 

5. Which country presents Britain with a 

gift of a Christmas tree each year? 

6. And where does it stand? 

7. The birth of Jesus is told in two New 

Testament books. Matthew and which other? 

 8. Which plant often given as a 

Christmas gift has bright red and green leaves 

and is sometimes known as the Christmas 

Flower? 

9. In which sea or ocean is Christmas 

Island located? 

10. Alphabetically, which of Santa’s 

reindeer comes first? 

 

Quiz Answers 1 Chestnut; 2 Feast of Stephen; 3 

White Christmas; 4 Gabriel; 5 Norway; 6 

Trafalgar Square; 7 Luke; 8 Poinsettia; 9 Indian 

Ocean; 10 Blitzen 
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